
Repotting orchids 
 
All orchids should routinely be repotted every 2-3 years. They enjoy a well-drained mix such as 
orchid bark. After 2-3 years of the plant being in the same pot, the bark/mix degrades and does 
not provide adequate drainage. 
 
The best time to repot orchids is in the spring when the plant shows signs of new growth. The 
least favoured time is while the plant is in flower; however, sometimes it is unavoidable. You may 
choose to divide your plant at this time. Divisions should be no smaller than 3-5 bulbs or canes. 
This enables the plant the best chances of reflowering during the next season. 
 
The size of the plant or division dictates the size of the pot you use. For most orchids mentioned 
here, the pot should be no bigger than 3-5cm bigger than the plant itself. This gives the plant 
enough room to grow for the next 2-3 years. 
 
The one exception is phalaenopsis. Select the smallest sized pot that will fit all the roots. 
Sometimes it is necessary to pot your phalaenopsis into a larger pot, usually because the plant 
has become top-heavy. Generally, you will keep to the same size pot. 
 
When repotting your orchid, it is a good time to check the roots. Trim off any dead roots. You can 
also see if you are under- watering or over-watering your plant. If the new growth is tending to go 
towards one side of the plant, place the non-growth side of the plant hard up against the edge of 
the pot to allow more room for the new growth to expand into, otherwise, keep the plant centred 
in the middle of the pot. 
 
Keep the plant evenly damp and well fed while it re-establishes itself in the new mix. 
 

Would like more plants?  
 
You can find us selling our plants at various orchid shows around Auckland and New Zealand 
throughout the main orchid season (June - October). 
 
We have an online catalogue and shop and can send orders out through our mail order system. 
You can find us online at;  
WEB: www.tuckersorchidnursery.co.nz 
EMAIL: orchids@clear.net.nz 
 
We also have a retail shop. Check out our shop at; 
 
Tuckers Orchid Nursery 
1370   East Coast Road Redvale, near Albany 
Auckland 
Ph (09) 473 8629 
Mob 027 497 1820 
 
HOURS: Monday - Sunday 9am to 4pm (phone to confirm) 
 
DIRECTIONS: Exit Northern Motorway at Oteha Valley Road. Turn east onto Oteha Valley 
Road, travel straight through two roundabouts. You will encounter a significant intersection with 
traffic lights - this is East Coast Road. Turn left or northwards onto East Coast Road. From this 
point we are approximately 4km on the left-hand side. 

Tuckers Orchid Nursery 
1370 East Coast Road, Redvale, Auckland, New Zealand 

Phone/fax +64 9 473 8629 mobile: 0274 971 820 
www.tuckersorchidnursery.co.nz 

orchids@clear.net.nz 
 

Orchid Cultural Notes 
 

The key to growing orchids well here in New Zealand is to endeavour to replicate their original 
growing conditions as close as possible. We are attempting to provide some of the answers in 
this cultural sheet. These conditions are all variable as each person’s growing conditions are 
different and there are no hard and fast rules – these are only guidelines. Orchids are very 
tolerant plants. Just remember this golden rule “You can kill an orchid with kindness but it is not 
so easy to kill them with neglect.” 

PHALAENOPSIS (Moth Orchid) 
Position: 
Phalaenopsis orchids originate from India, through Southeast Asia, north to the Philippines, and 
south to Northern Australia. They therefore like a well lit, warm position. Keep them indoors all 
year round, out of direct sunlight and drafts and away from the windows (they’re the first place to 
get cold at night). Some places that are extra warm in your house are on top of the fridge, 
microwave or television. 
Water and feed: 
Frequency of watering and feeding depends on how warm and dry your house is. We find that 
once every 7-10 days is sufficient. Mix up a solution of Tuckers Orchid Nursery Moth Orchid 
Tucker in accordance with the directions on the pot using this solution as your one step water 
and feed. It is very important when watering phalaenopsis not to get water on to the leaves, just 
water around the base of the plant. If you do, just sop up the water using a paper towel or tissue. 
Use enough solution to get the bark damp all the way through. Once your orchid has finished 
flowering cut the stem at the point where the first flower was and, provided the plant is being 
given the right conditions, you should get a branch off the main spike with more flowers. 

CYMBIDIUMS 
Position: 
Cymbidium species come from the Himalayan regions of India and Nepal, running through China 
and Japan, Indochina down through Malaysia to Australia. The hybrids of today like a cool 
growing area with dappled sunlight during the heat of the day. An ideal position would be under 
a tree with access to the wind and the rain. Certainly, while they are in flower you can keep them 
indoors and take advantage of the beautiful blooms decorating your house. Once the flowers 
have finished you need to return the plant outside as they need the cooler temperatures to 
reflower. 
Water and feed: 
Cymbidiums like frequent watering and feeding and can be feed on a twice weekly basis. They 
are extremely easy growing and very tolerant. Use either Tuckers Orchid Nursery Flowering 
Orchid Tucker or Growing Orchid Tucker depending on the time of year. Mix up a solution of 
Orchid Tucker in accordance with the directions on the pot using this solution as your one step 
water and feed. Use enough solution to get the bark damp all the way through. You should start 
to see your flower spikes showing around May or June. Protect your spikes from slugs and 
snails using snail bait. 



AUSTRALIAN DENDROBIUMS 
(Bush Orchid or Rock Orchid) 
Position: 
As the name suggests these originate from Australia – the kingianum type from the mountains 
on the east coast behind Melbourne through to Sydney and the speciosum type in the warmer 
climate of Queensland. The kingianum type (bush orchid) grows on trees and requires similar 
conditions as the cymbidium orchids. The speciosum type (rock orchid) can be found growing on 
rocks or river banks so can tolerate direct sunlight. You can have them inside the house while 
they are in flower to take advantage of the beautiful blooms as well as the amazing perfume. 
They must be returned outside once the flowers have finished. 
Water and feed: 
The care and attention of these dendrobiums is much the same as for cymbidiums. Water and 
feed regularly using either Tuckers Orchid Nursery Flowering Orchid Tucker or Growing Orchid 
Tucker depending on the time of year. Use enough solution to get the bark damp all the way 
through. You should start to see your flower spikes showing around July or August. Protect your 
spikes from slugs and snails using snail bait. 

SARCOCHILUS 
Position: 
Sarcochilus originate from the eastern coastline of Australia from the northern parts of 
Queensland through to the southern parts of Victoria as well as the northern coastline of 
Tasmania. As such, they can be grown relatively easily in most parts of New Zealand. They are 
mostly epiphytic or lithophytic, meaning they either grow on trees or rocks. The more common 
Sarcochilus species and hybrids available here in NZ prefer a cooler, more shaded environment. 
Certain plants (particularly those with cascading flowers) look great in hanging baskets. You can 
even mount them onto trees. 
Water and feed: 
Sarcochilus like frequent watering and feeding and can be feed on a twice weekly basis. They 
are extremely easy growing and very tolerant. Use either Tuckers Orchid Nursery Flowering 
Orchid Tucker or Growing Orchid Tucker depending on the time of year. Use this solution as 
your one step water and feed. Use enough solution to get the bark damp all the way through. 
You should start to see your flower spikes showing around August or September. Protect your 
spikes from slugs and snails using snail bait. 

EPIDENDRUMS (Crucifix Orchid) 
Position: 
The species come from Central and South America and like a cool position. They are reasonably 
hardy as mature plants and will take moderate amounts of direct sunlight, heavy shade as well 
as the occasional light frost. They can remain planted in pots or can grow in the ground in well 
drained soil. Once mature (they flower before then) they can almost constantly be in flower. As 
such, they can add colour to the garden in places and at times when nothing else flowers. They 
have a slightly creeping habit and will creep upward against a fence, a tree or an embankment. 
Water and feed: 
They like frequent watering and feeding and can be fed on a twice weekly basis. They are 
extremely easy growing and very tolerant. Use Tuckers Orchid Nursery Flowering Orchid Tucker 
all year round because of their nature to constantly flower. Mix up a solution of Flowering Orchid 
Tucker in accordance with the directions on the pot. Use this solution as your one step water and 
feed using enough solution to get the bark damp all the way through. Protect your spikes from 
slugs and snails using snail bait. 

ODONTOGLOSSUMS, ONCIDIUMS 
Position: 
Also known as Dancing Lady Orchids and Butterfly Orchids this group of orchids come from 
Central and South America. Some like a cool position whilst others prefer a slightly warmer 
position. They are frost sensitive so keep them protected from the harsh cold. You can grow 
most of them outdoors in a cool, damp, shady position. 
Water and feed: 
We find that up to twice a week in summer and once a week in winter is appropriate. Use 
Tuckers Orchid Nursery Flowering Orchid Tucker all year round because of their nature to flower 
throughout the year. Mix up a solution of Flowering Orchid Tucker in accordance with the 
directions on the pot. Use this solution as your one step water and feed using enough solution to 
get the bark damp all the way through. Protect your spikes from slugs and snails using snail bait. 

CATTLEYAS 
Position: 
This group of orchids originate from Central America. They therefore like a well lit, cool to warm 
position. Keep them indoors all year round. They will tolerate a small amount of direct sunlight – 
early morning or late afternoon sun will be fine. They do well close to windows and are 
sometimes called a windowsill orchid. They are compact growers and, given the right conditions, 
can flower 2-3 times a year. 
Water and feed: 
We find that up to twice a week in summer and once every two weeks in winter is appropriate. 
Ensure that the plant is dry before watering again. Use Tuckers Orchid Nursery Flowering Orchid 
Tucker all year round because of their nature to flower throughout the year. Mix up a solution of 
Flowering Orchid Tucker in accordance with the directions on the pot. Use this solution as your 
one step water and feed using enough solution to get the bark damp all the way through. 

PAPHIOPEDILUMS (Slipper Orchid) 
Position: 
Paphiopedilums can be found on the forest floor in South East Asia. The mottled leaf varieties 
like warmer conditions so keep them inside with a minimum temperature of 10 degrees Celsius. 
The other varieties are cooler growing but do tend to be frost sensitive. Grow them outdoors in a 
sheltered, shady corner of your garden or indoors in the cooler part of the house. 
Water and feed: 
The majority of slipper orchids flower during the spring. They also prefer slightly drier conditions. 
Water them about once a week in summer and only once every two weeks in winter. Use either 
Tuckers Orchid Nursery Flowering Orchid Tucker or Growing Orchid Tucker depending on the 
time of year. Use this solution as your one step water and feed. Use enough solution to get the 
bark damp all the way through. Protect your spikes from slugs and snails using snail bait. 
 

Tuckers Online Orchid Club 
 
Join now to receive our monthly newsletter telling you what’s on and where we will be, 
handy hints and tips as well as regular updates from our managers. Be the first to receive 
the latest special offers and new releases. 
 
Email us at orchids@clear.net.nz and mention Tuckers Online Orchid Club to join. 


